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For Immediate Release 
 
Ghent,  New York -– Architecture Omi presents Urban Gesture:  Janet  Echelman Sculpts  the Space In  
Between,  an installation at the Visitors Center at Omi International Arts Center. The exhibition opening and reception 
will take place on Saturday, June 15h from 1–5 pm in conjunction with two other exhibitions by Architecture Omi 
featuring work by Brian Brush of architectural firm E/B Office and students from Cooper Union’s Architecture 
Program.  
 
Echelman builds living, breathing sculpture environments that respond to the forces of nature and become inviting 
focal points for civic life. Exploring the potential of unlikely materials, from fishing net to atomized water particles, she 
combines ancient craft with cutting-edge technology to create sculpture at the scale of buildings.  
 
Known for her netted monumental public art installations, Echelman will be presenting a prototype of her first 
permanent installation, She Changes, which has become a beloved landmark in Portugal since its completion in 2005. 
Color and material invokes the history of the original site as a fishing and industrial center. Hung from the ceiling in 
the light-filled Visitors Center, this three-dimensional multi-layer net floats in response to environmental forces. 
Sculpture Magazine has referred to the piece as “one of the truly significant public artworks in recent years.” Video 
monitors will screen footage taken of the installation of the original installation, as well as more recent urban projects 
she has created in the United States, Canada, Australia, and the Netherlands.. 
 
Today, Echelman is pushing the boundaries of her practice, achieved through collaboration with some of the world’s 
leading aeronautical and mechanical engineers, architects, lighting designers, landscape architects, and fabricators. 
Architecture Omi will present a gallery talk where Echelman will share her newest challenges to transform urban 
space at a date to be announced, including a 700-foot-span aerial scupture project, which will premiere in Vancouver 
in March 2014 to celebrate the 30th Anniversary of the TED conference.  



Recipient of the Guggenheim Fellowship, Echelman was named a 2012 Innovator by Architectural Digest. Her TED 
talk "Taking Imagination Seriously" has been translated into 33 languages and has been viewed by over a million 
people worldwide. To learn more, visit www.echelman.com 

About Architecture Omi 
Architecture Omi is conceived to facilitate projects exploring the intersection of architecture, art and landscape, 
offering a pristine natural site of approximately 60 acres on the over 300 acre campus of the Omi International Arts 
Center. The program fosters the development and production of physical installations and theoretical musings in a 
laboratory-style setting. 
  
The vision for Architecture Omi is to create a fusion of natural and synthetic resources: a sanctuary where the public 
can experience a diversity of architectural installations spread across a myriad of natural ecosystems and designed 
landscapes on the grounds. Architecture Omi is a new category of hybrid parkland that melds enlightened ecological 
conservation practices and experimental constructions. The program encourages built structures such as pavilions, 
earthworks, landscape interventions, constructed environments as well as ideas, propositions and ruminations in all 
varieties of related media.  
 
About Omi Internat ional  Arts Center  
Omi International Arts Center is a not-for-profit arts organization with residency programs for international visual 
artists, writers, translators, musicians and dancers. The 300 acre campus is also the site for The Fields Sculpture 
Park, a public exhibition space with nearly 80 contemporary sculptures; Architecture Omi, exploring the intersection 
of architecture, art and landscape; and Education Omi, an arts education programs for children. Omi seeks to foster 
an environment of creative exploration and exchange, professional opportunity and exposure, and a stylistically and 
culturally diverse community for creative artists from around the world. Through our programs and resulting public 
events – including our Residency Programs, The Fields Sculpture Park, Architecture Omi, and Education Omi – Omi 
contributes to the vibrant culture of the Northeast region. 
 
For more information visit: www.omiartscenter.org  
 
Image Credits: original installation of “She Changes” in Porto, Portugal, by Janet Echelman 

 


