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Arbeit Gallery is proud to present When Contents Become Form, by the artist Jeannie Driver. The exhibition 
comprises of a hanging sculpture entitled White

3
 and six wall-based works. The works are derived from the 

artists’ experience of visiting galleries in the role of audience. Driver explores the dialogue around the 
context, rules and language of viewing artworks in a gallery space.  
 
White

3
, a sculptural installation constructed from gallery press releases fed through a security level two 

shredder invites the viewer to walk around and experience the illusion of solidity, fragmentation, focus and 
unfocused vision. The context of the material, in both its content and materiality, and the resulting form of the 
installation is central to the work and its relationship to ideas of the gallery as a ‘white cube’. 
 
Through the deconstruction and reconstruction of (the form of) the press releases they lose what authority 
they once held; as code breakers, instructions, as tools of enculturation. The work homogenises the contents 
and is re-presented in a form that captures its original purpose and relationship with the creator. The artwork 
invites the viewer to look, see and experience rather than read.  
 
Whereas White

3 
is Driver’s personal response to the written codes of a gallery, an attempt at changing a 

person’s thought or behaviour, the wall pieces are a more direct confrontation with the politics and behaviour 
of gallery and exhibition spaces. The part-shredded, part-remaining photographs are layered and 
represented on one plane, constructed from documentary photographs taken in galleries across regions and 
countries.  
 
Whilst the title When Contents Become Form, can be taken literally, it also refers to an exhibition originally 
presented in 1969, “Live in your Head: When Attitudes Become Form”, and represented in 2013 as “When 
Attitudes Become Form: Bern 1969 / Venice 2013”, by The Fondazione Prada at Ca' Corner della Regina, 
Venice, 2013. Originally curated by Harold Szeemann, the exhibition explored themes of curatorship and 
relationship between the artworks, looking to eliminate the need for outside context.  

 
 “The exhibition became a dialectical field of encounter between the individual artists and the 
curator, between the event and the architecture: a place where the works formed links with each 
other, in a kind of continuously-evolving organic weave.”  
Fondazione Prada website  
 
 
 



 
Biography 
 

Jeannie Driver graduated from Portsmouth University with MA distinction in 2000 and with a 1
st
 Class BA in 1996. She 

exhibited mod>con>notation, a sculptural photographic exhibition at Apsex Gallery, Ether Gallery and Brighton Media 
Centre. In 2012 Jeannie was commissioned by South Hill Park, under curator Dr Outi Remes, to produce work for a two-
person exhibition Ubiquitous Materials.   
 
Selection from open submissions includes two exhibitions at Arbeit gallery in 2012 and 2013 and the Void Open 2013 in 
Hoxton. In 2012 Jeannie was commissioned by Ovada to deliver the installation, The Security Blanket of Beadle and 
Dom, in Oxford Town Hall.  
 
Since graduating Jeannie furthered her interest in notions of audience and relationships between artists, audience and 
artwork, and for over 10 years undertook relational works and public art projects gaining local and international attention. 
The Colour Happened on the Inside was featured on The Culture Show. Jeannie also collaborated with artist Mike 
Blackman on digital projects under the name of WHIM and was ‘highly commended’ by The National Campaign for 
Drawing for her curatorship and The City as a Canvas, digital drawing and cycling project.   
 
In 2007 Jeannie was invited by the Arts Council England to apply for a year’s funding to develop her SPIKE IT project. 
This included seven ‘spike it’ residencies in offices followed by a solo exhibition. Resulting installations, photographic 
prints and CCTV works have subsequently been exhibited in galleries across the South East. The project developed her 
interest in paper and in 2009 Jeannie began to shift her practice to installation and sculptural works made for exhibition 
in a gallery context.   
 
Jeannie currently has a large studio in Art Space Portsmouth, a registered charity, where she is currently Vice Chair. 
Within this role she has a particular interest in supporting residencies, recent graduates and emerging artists.  

 
Directions and Opening Times: 
Arbeit Gallery 
Unit 4, White Post Lane, Queens Yard. E9 EN 
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Buses: 276, 488 
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