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Tasveer announces its participation at Paris Photo 2013 at the Grand Palais from November 14th to 
17th 2013. Paris Photo is one of the most important international fairs dedicated to the photographic 
medium, 136 galleries and 27 photobook specialists will take part in the 17th edition of Paris Photo 
this November.

Every year Paris Photo selects the best of photography from the 19th century to the present with 136 
galleries from all over the world. Tasveer will be one of the 27 newly selected participants, and will be 
the only south Asian gallery selected, the other galleries selected for the fair include participants from 
Europe, the USA and South America, and Japan. 

Tasveer will present work by a variety of photographers to showcase contemporary photography in 
India, included are photographs by established international photographers such as Derry Moore, 
Maimouna Guerresi and Karen Knorr. In addition Tasveer will exhibit work by prominent Indian pho-
tographers Jyoti Bhatt and Vivek Vilasini. 

Established in 2006, Tasveer began as the first pan-India gallery dedicated exclusively to photogra-
phy, conceptualised by Abhishek Poddar, Shalini Gupta and Naveen Kishore. Tasveer is now one of 
the main photography venues in India. Tasveer’s main gallery space and head office is in Bangalore, 
additionally the gallery manages spaces in Delhi, Kolkata, Mumbai and Ahmedabad. Each year the 
gallery programmes six exhibitions which highlight different areas of India’s visual culture, be it in the 
context of politics, history, culture or art. The gallery has organised over a 100 exhibitions throughout 
India, and has also participated in variety of exhibitions abroad.
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VIVEK VILASINI (India)

The houses photographed herein are from a closely knit locale in Kerala – a significant and rapidly 
popular pattern in this part of the country. The pattern of richly coloured and aggressively decorated 
residences symbolise prosperity and exude a sense of security – both financial and social. Although 
the vocabulary of aesthetics can be termed kitsch, the idea is understand the underly ing patterns of 
expression in the ostentatiously and vibrantly decorated households. This documentation may come 
across as an irony to taste and yet registers an impact in the way these houses stand out and express 
individuality and belonging – examples of a thriving culture. The camera captures a glimpse of ambi-
tion within a culture.

In his work Vilasini examines our existing social structures, adapting various expressions of cultural 
identity prevalent in society today to raise questions about the continually changing global scenario 
that every individual struggles to keep pace with. Vilasini’s large-format photographs evoke delicate 
ironies that impact existing ideologies, and influence the cultural and social consciousness of the 
viewer. 

Vilasini’s work has been exhibited in several solo shows including several editions of ‘Between One 
Shore and Several Others’ at Birds Gallery, Trivandrum, Arushi Arts, New Delhi, Sumukha Gallery, 
Bangalore, and the Visual Arts Gallery, New Delhi, in 2007-08; and at the Contemporary Art Gallery, 
Lalit Kala Academy, Kochi, in 2001. The artist lives and works in Bangalore.
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JYOTI BHATT (India)

Perhaps most celebrated as a print-maker, Indian artist Jyoti Bhatt has been actively engaged with 
photography since the mid 60s, his photographs constitute an important chapter in the history of 
photography in India. Tasveer has worked with the artist to produce a set of fifty hand-printed silver 
gelatin prints from his original negatives, which will be exhibited for the first time in Paris. The photo-
graphs chronicle Bhatt’s travels through rural environments in Gujarat, Rajasthan, Haryana, Madhya 
Pradesh, Orissa, West Bengal and Bihar. 

Jyoti Bhatt was born in 1934 in Bhavnagar, Gujarat. He studied painting at the Faculty of Fine Arts in 
Baroda from 1950 to 1956, and also learnt the art of fresco painting at Banasthali Vidyapith in Rajas-
than where he began teaching. In 1961 Bhatt won an Italian government scholarship to study at the 
Academia Di Belle Arti in Naples for two years. From Italy, he went to the Pratt institute in New York, 
where he had received a Fulbright fellowship. He was trained in the graphic arts and began to take a 
particular interest in printmaking.

Bhatt continued to teach painting at the Faculty of Fine Arts, in 1967, he attended a seminar on the 
folk arts of Gujarat which inspired him to begin working on what was to become a major, but relatively 
unexplored part of his work. He travelled through Gujarat, visiting villages and tribal regions, much of 
which he had never seen before and took photographs of the changing world he encountered. 

Bhatt’s work is held in over twenty-six public collections including the Museum of Modern Art, New 
York, the Indira Gandhi National Centre for Arts, Delhi, the Uffizi Gallery, Florence and the British Mu-
seum, London. He has won numerous prizes including The Presidents Gold Plaque, gold medal at the 
International Print Biennale, Italy, UNESCO Photo contest, Japan and the top prize and ‘FOTOKINA’ 
World Photography Contest, Germany. To date he has had over twenty-five solo shows, both in India 
and abroad. He lives and continues to work in Vadodara, India.
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ANNA FOX (Britain)

In the series ‘Pulikali Tigers’ both photographer and subject perform with and for the camera. The 
photographer, with her large format camera and temporary outdoor studio appears like an amateur 
anthropologist and the tiger-performers, already dressed up, act out a pose from their dance for the 
camera. These men have spent the whole day being decorated by expert painters with thick oil paints 
to resemble a cast of wildcat characters. After each layer of paint they stand outside the painting 
shed, drying in between rain showers drinking secret toddies to keep their spirits up. They have been 
drinking beer for weeks to grow their bellies to massive sizes so that when they dance the cat faces 
on them wobble as if alive.

As soon as the painting is finished and they are almost ready for the dance, Fox photographs them, 
(working together with a technical team who manage lights and large format camera). She is interest-
ed in the point at which the transformation between personality and performer is almost complete; the 
moment when they are just about to be removed from the everyday and placed instead into a perfor-
mative carnival space, where anything can happen. The Pulikali dance is fairly unique in India as it is 
an event that is not tied to religion or to caste – all men take part (it is tied to gender; no women take 
part!).

Born in 1961 and completing her degree in Audio Visual studies at The Surrey Institute, Farnham in 
1986, Anna Fox has been working in photography and video for over twenty years. Influenced by the 
British documentary tradition and US ‘New Colourists’ her first work Workstations (published by and 
exhibited first at Camerawork, London 1988) observed, with a critical eye, London office culture in the 
mid Thatcher years. Later work documenting weekend wargames, Friendly Fire, was exhibited in the 
exhibition Warworks at the Victoria & Albert Museum, the Netherlands Foto Institute and the Canadian 
Museum of Contemporary Photography.
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DERRY MOORE (Britain)

Derry Moore, the 12th Earl of Drogheda, made his name photographing the interiors and portraits on 
the European aristocracy, including those of Queen Elizabeth II and the late Queen Mother. Following 
his education at Eton, he studied painting at Oskar Kokoschka’s School of Seeing in Salzburg, Aus-
tria, and later took up photography lessons under the guidance of the Bill Brandt.

Moore has published over a dozen books, including Evening Ragas, from where these photographs 
taken in India were originally seen. His work is in the collections of the Metropolitan Museum of Art, 
The National Portrait Gallery, The Royal Collection and the Bibliotheque Nationale, as well as in nu-
merous private collections.
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