
Artist Kustaa Saksi presents 
Hypnopompic, a pop-up exhibition 
of contemporary wool tapestries

December 5-6, 2013 | Artifact Gallery
Performance & Reception Nightly 6:30 - 9:30 p.m.

Hypnopompic will run at Artifact Gallery at 84 Orchard Street (btw 
Broome & Grand) for two days only, from December 05-06, 2013. 
Gallery hours will be 12-6pm. A performance and reception will be 
hosted both nights from 6:30-9:30pm. Live performance art by Husky 
Rescue and Kustaa Saksi will begin roughly at 8:00pm.
http://alfaechozulu.com/

November 20, 2013
The works of Kustaa Saksi venture through the borderlands of 
sleep and wakefulness. 

Hugo & Marie is pleased to announce Kustaa Saksi: Hypnopompic, a 
48-hour exhibition of textile, print, projection and sound at Artifact 
Gallery at 84 Orchard Street on the Lower East Side. 

The exhibition presents eight large-scale jacquard weavings 
depicting Saksi’s surrealist interpretation of the hypnopompic state 
of semiconsciousness — the hallucinatory and uncertain state upon 
waking between sleep and reality. The textiles are made of mohair 
and alpaca wool, cotton, and synthetic materials, such as phosphate 
and metallic acrylic thread. 

Jacquard technique is named after the French inventor, Joseph Marie 
Jacquard (1752–1834), who designed the jacquard loom. With 
Jacquard’s automatic loom, it was possible to weave complex 
mechanically patterned silk fabrics. The technology was 
revolutionary in the textile manufacturing industry around the world.

The exhibition also features five serigraphs on paper. A sonic 
composition created in collaboration with Finnish ambient pop 
group, Husky Rescue, will be performed live each night — the band 
acting as both performer and stage for Saksi’s projected animations 
crafted in collaboration with Amsterdam-based motion design 
practice, Circus Family.

The collection title, Hypnopompic refers to a state of sensory 
confusion leading out of sleep, when the state of awakening gets 
mixed with the dream world into a surreal reality.  Affiliated with 
visual delusions caused by migraines, it is an exceptional state of 
consciousness, in which one may experience the presence of 
creatures and animals, such as spiders, monkeys and insects. These 
resulting graphic patterns, designs and textures are thought to have 
contributed to the traditions of ornamentation, mosaic and textile.

In his work, Saksi refers to scientific studies of the subject in his 
search for inspiration. His surreal pieces are abstract landscapes that 
refer to the tradition of optical art. Saksi’s distinctive landscapes of 
organic shapes combine with vivid pictures and colors to create new 
radiant, psychedelic worlds. These paradoxical and playful themes 
create powerful, multi-sensory works.
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About Kustaa Saksi

The artist Kustaa Saksi (b. 1975) lives and works in Amsterdam. In 
addition to his artistic production, he is known as an awarded 
graphic designer in Finland and abroad. Saksi has designed wall 
paintings to cover skyscrapers, as well as patterns and tapestry.  
He’s collaborated with some of the world’s most well-know brands 
including Nike, Diesel, Levi's, Issey Miyake, Lacoste, New York 
Times, Playboy and Wallpaper. In 2013, he designed a large-scale 
installation for the Stockholm Furniture and Light Fair Pavilion 
together with the Swedish architect Gert Wingårdh, consisting of 
15,000 A3-size papers. 

Combining organic qualities with uniquely detailed textures with 
energetic color palettes, Kustaa’s work has been exhibited 
worldwide at Korjaamo Galleria in Helsinki; Vitra Showroom in 
London; the Victoria & Albert museum; Nike Showroom 1948; 
Dray Walk gallery in London; Nemo in Portland; Maxalot in 
Amsterdam; Old School in Singapore; CCP in Philippines; Art 
Gorillas in Bangkok; the Main Post O!ice gallery, Helsinki; The 
City Hall, The Hague, The Netherlands; Espaces Commines and 
Louvre des Antiquaires; and Artazart in Paris. 
www.kustaasaksi.com

Husky Rescue

Husky Rescue's music tickles the fancy of the deepest recesses of 
our most whimsical imagination. Lyrics laced with images of love 
are delivered with longing melancholy. Hard to place into any easy 
genre classification, Husky Rescue’s sound reconstitutes pieces of 
alt. country, depressive disco, and ambient pop into a distinctive, 
cinematic universe. Touring as a live band, Husky Rescue has 
performed on the stages of Lollapalooza, Glastonbury, Austin City 
Limits and Big Chill. They've toured the UK, Europe, Asia and 
played select shows in North America. www.husky-rescue.com

Circus Family

Circus Family, an Amsterdam based diverse group of audiovisual 
storytellers, whose mission is to create content that moves people. 
Their expertise include motion design, graphics, animation, visual 
e!ects, live-action production and technical consultancy. They 
make emotional connections with audiences with their short films, 
documentaries, and projection installations. Sometimes it’s the 
magic of a particular image sequence. Other times it’s how the 
graphics come to life in a special way that really touch people.
www.circusfamily.com

Download Press Images 

Web Resolution: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/qtvouaidpr3eg8x/aIO0yqT-VK

Print Resolution: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/y2pd5t8mia9viff/ijLxeQ-jgc

Contact
Masha Spaic  / Hugo & Marie
646.454.9959 / masha@hugoandmarie.com
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