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Tasveer is delighted to present ‘A Journey Through Asia’, photographs by Michael Kenna at the Stainless Gallery 
New Delhi, an exhibition in collaboration with Arttd’inox.

One of the world’s foremost landscape photographers, Michael Kenna has earned international recognition for 
his timeless, minimalist imagery. In his 40 year career, he has published over fifty books and monographs and 
exhibited in Africa, Asia, Australia, Europe, and North America. His photographs are included in over 100 permanent 
collections, including the National Gallery of Art, Washington, the Victoria and Albert Museum in London and MoMA 
San Francisco. This will be his first solo exhibition in India.

The exhibition presents 48 black and white photographs, taking us on a journey through Asia, across the landscapes 
of India, Thailand, Vietnam, China, South Korea and Japan. From the Huangshan mountains in China to the Kerala 
backwaters, Kenna’s enigmatic, meditative landscapes explore mood and atmosphere before, after and between 
events. Within these, the viewer’s imagination is invited to contemplate, to seek out even the faintest of human 
interventions; traces, evidence, footprints, history, memories and demonstrate Kenna’s ‘passion, almost addiction or 
love affair’ with the land. 

‘My consistent interest lies in the relationship, juxtaposition, even the confrontation between the landscape and 
everything that we place in it. Memories, traces, footprints, the latent atmosphere of a place is my true subject 
matter’. 

 
Exhibition Dates:   22nd November to 3rd December 2013, Monday to Saturday, 11am - 7pm

Venue:    The Stainless Gallery
    C-0 Ground floor Mira Corporate Suites (UPPAL’S)
    1&2, Old Ishwar Nagar Okhla Crossing
    Mathura Road
    New Delhi-110065
    +91 11 42603167

Contact Annu Dey  annu@tasveerarts.com  +91 9481886913
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Instantly entranced by Japan from his first visit in 1987, Kenna found a deep sense of history and intimacy in the 
terrain of eastern landscapes. Through his subsequent trips to Asia his photography continues to explore  the latent 
atmosphere of a place. 
 
‘I want to keep going back, furthering the conversation and discussion. As time goes on, it gets less and less about 
photography, and more about renewing the acquaintance of trees, locations, and places I love to be in’. 

He has returned to Asia time and again. The 48 black and white photographs in this show, are  part of an ongoing 
project, depicting his ‘passion, almost addiction or love affair’ with the land, he likes the connections that take him 
from one time in his life to another and back again. These photographs explore the relationship, juxtaposition, and 
interaction between the landscape and the structures that humans leave on the landscape. They are complex in their 
simplicity, inviting the viewer to use their imagination, to create their own stories and dramas. Kenna often uses the 
analogy of the theater when describing his work, 

‘before the start of a play, when the stage is clear of actors, there is an atmosphere of anticipation. Without narrative 
our imaginations are free to wander and again, after the performance, only the memory of the story lingers’. 

Rather than describing or reflecting reality, Kenna provides a more subjective interpretation. The images are black 
and white because he believes that this creates an increased sense of mystery and malleability.  We see in colour all 
the time, black and white is instantly more enigmatic, he has always made images in black and white film and likes 
consistency. Using the same process as he did thirty-five years ago to make his work,  in a traditional darkroom from 
negatives, in limited editions of 45 and 4 artist proofs.  His prints are always approximately the same size - 8’x 8’. 

‘I like having something so consistent that I can have photographs from 1975 sit next to photographs from 2005 and 
they’re at peace. Most people stand about ten inches away to see these prints. This is a very intimate distance. The 
bigger the photograph, the farther away you get, and suddenly it’s an object you’re looking at. You are no longer 
engaged in the same way.’

Kenna is dedicated to his process and favours working at dawn or dusk, too much light tends to reveal the details of 
a scene too explicitly. Furthermore, he gives free reign to the unexpected and unpredictable, using exposures of up 
to ten hours, allowing nature to transpire; clouds come and go and condensation might appear on the lens. The long 
exposures subdue distracting details, visually dense areas such as water are calmed. Infused with quietness, these 
images offer a place of contemplation and solitude in our chaotic  world of noise and colour.  

www.tasveerarts.com                exhibition sponsor:             season partner:



 
 
i) All image captions must appear as they have been given to the lessee by Tasveer (see above), and neither abbreviated nor 
edited in anyway.

ii) All image captions must mention “Courtesy Tasveer and arttd’inox”, in partnership with Vacheron Constantin

iii) Any changes to the content such as the cropping of images, or image text overlay, must be approved by Tasveer before 
publication.

iv) Content must not be republished at any point in the future without Tasveer’s prior permission.

The content in this press release is licensed solely on the condition that any such article is concluded with the following 
footnote:  
 
Michael Kenna: A Journey Through Asia has been organised by Tasveer in collaboration with arttd’inox. It forms part of 
Tasveer’s 8th season of exhibitions, in partnership with Vacheron Constantin.
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Nine Boats, Andakarnnazi Beach, Kerala, 
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Safdar Jang, Study 1, Delhi, India, 2006 
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Huangshan Mountains, Study 25, 
Anhui, China, 2009 
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